Competition in the NHS: NHS CONFEDERATIQN

Busting the myths

The NHS Confederation is publishing a series of myth busters, which challenge common misconceptions
and enrich debate on topical, sometimes controversial, issues regarding our health and care.
The second in this series dispels myths about the role of competition in the NHS.
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The NHS Confederation supports the use of competition in the NHS where it is in the interests of patients and the taxpayer.
We welcome a diverse mix of health providers as a means of innovating and improving quality of care.

Competition should never be an end in itself - it is a tool to improve care. Clinical commissioning groups, which are led by GPs,
are best placed to use their clinical expertise to judge when it should be used in the interests of patients.
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